
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Appl ica t ion  No. 13220 of Gal laudet  Col lege ,  pursuant  t o  Sub-section 
8207.2 of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions ,  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  except ion  under 
Paragraph 3101.46 f o r  t h e  f u r t h e r  p roces s ing  and r e v i s i o n  of a  
c o l l e g e  master  p l a n  i n  an R-4 and C-M-1 D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premises 
800 F l o r i d a  Avenue, N.E., 1399 5 t h  S t r e e t ,  N .E .  and 1200 b lock  
of 5 t h  and 6 t h  S t r e e t s ,  N.E., (Square 3591, Pa rce l  141/69, 
P a r c e l  129/106 and Lot 4 ) .  

HEARING DATE: May 28, 1980 
DECISION DATE: J u l y  2 ,  1980 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  r e q u e s t s  approva l  of a  Campus 
Plan f o r  Gal laudet  Col lege ,  a s  r equ i r ed  by Paragraph 3101.46 
of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions .  The Campus Plan inc ludes  a l l  t h a t  
p r o p e r t y  owned by t h e  Col lege roughly bounded by F l o r i d a  Avenue, N.E., 
on t h e  s o u t h ,  West V i r g i n i a  Avenue, N.E. on t h e  e a s t ,  Corcoran 
S t r e e t ,  N.E.  and Mount O l ive t  Road, N.E. on t h e  n o r t h ,  and t h e  r e a r  
boundary of Hamilton Jun io r  High School and t h e  p r i v a t e l y  owned 
p r o p e r t y  f r o n t i n g  on 6 t h  S t r e e t ,  N.E.  on t h e  wes t .  Also included 
w i t h i n  t h e  campus boundar ies  is t h e  p rope r ty  owned by t h e  c o l l e g e  
i n  t h e  no r the rn  h a l f  of Square 3591 bounded by Penn S t r e e t  on t h e  
n o r t h ,  6 t h  S t r e e t  on t h e  e a s t  and 5 t h  S t r e e t  on t h e  west .  

2. The main p a r t  of t h e  campus is zoned R-4. This  w i l l  
house a l l  of t h e  academic, a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  r e s i d e n t  iaZ and 
a t h l e t i c  f a c i l i t i e s  of t h e  c o l l e g e .  The p r o p e r t y  i n  Square 3591 
is zoned C-M-1 and w i l l  b e  used a s  a  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and maintenance 
f a c i l i t y ,  s i t e  H on t h e  p l a n s ,  and a s  a  park ing  garage ,  s i t e  J 
on t h e  p l a n s .  

3. The a p p l i c a n t ,  Gal laudet  Col lege ,  seeks  t h e  Board 's  
approval  of a r ev i sed  campus p l a n  encompassing t h e  per iod  from 

1980 t o  1990. Gal laude t  Col lege is a  p r i v a t e  educa t iona l  
i n s t i t u t i o n  c h a r t e r e d  by t h e  United S t a t e s  Congress i n  1864 
and s e r v i n g  t h e  needs of deaf people .  
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4 .  The campus p l an  f o r  Gal laudet  Col lege was f i r s t  approved 
by t h e  BZA i n  Case No. 11093, by Orders da t ed  December 13,  1972, 
February 22, 1973 and A p r i l  5 ,  1973. Modi f ica t ions  were approved 
i n  BZA Order No. 12068, da ted  June 17,  1976, BZA Order No. 12757, 
da t ed  November 6 1978, BZA Order No. 13088, da ted  February 19 ,  
1980 and BZA Order No. 13269 da ted  August 20,  1980. The campus 
p l a n  covers  t h e  proposed development from 1980 t o  1990. The 
s u b j e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  is a  r eques t  f o r  a  f u r t h e r  p roces s ing  of t h e  
campus p l a n .  

5.  The BZA, i n  Order No. 12757, da t ed  November 6 ,  1978, 
o rdered  Gal laude t  Col lege t o  submit a  r e v i s e d  Master Campus Plan 
t o  t h e  BZA f o r  i t s  review and approval  w i t h i n  s i x  months of  
November 6 ,  1978. The dead l ine  f o r  t h e  submission of  t h e  r e v i s e d  
Master Plan was extended by t h e  BZA t o  February 6 ,  1980. 

6. The proposed Col lege Master Plan c o n s i s t s  of t h e  
fo l lowing  documents : 

a .  Col lege Master Plan b o o k l e t ,  1980-1990, marked a s  
Exh ib i t  No. 5  of t h e  r eco rd .  

b. Plan drawings a t  a  s c a l e  of '1" = 100, ' marked a s  
Exh ib i t  No. 8  of t h e  record .  

c .  U t i l i t y  l o c a t i o n  drawings,  marked a s  Exh ib i t  No. 7  
of t h e  r eco rd .  

7. I n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  Gal laudet  
provided e lementary educa t ion  t o  deaf p u p i l s  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of 
Columbia, a  l i b e r a l  a r t s  educa t ion  f o r  deaf undergraduates  from 
a c r o s s  t h e  United S t a t e s  and around t h e  world and g radua te  
educa t ion  f o r  bo th  deaf and hea r ing  s t u d e n t s ,  t h o s e  wanting t o  go 
i n t o  t h e  s e r v i c e  of deaf people .  A s  more deaf s t u d e n t s  completed 
h igh  schoo l  and d e s i r e d  t o  go t o  c o l l e g e ,  G a l l a u d e t ' s  enro l lments  
i n  academic programs expanded t o  meet t h e s e  needs .  Approximately 
e igh teen  years ago it was noticed that many young deaf c h i l d r e n  
were not  w e l l  p repared  f o r  con t inu ing  educa t ion .  Congress, 
t h e r e f o r e ,  charged Gal laudet  w i t h  developing and o p e r a t i n g  two 
n a t i o n a l  demonstra t ion schoo l s .  One of t h e s e  is  t h e  Kendall  
Demonstration Elementary School .  The Kendall  s choo l  s e r v e s  young 
c h i l d r e n  and b a b i e s ,  from an onse t  of deafness  t o  age f o u r t e e n  
t o  f i f t e e n  y e a r s .  
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Chi ldren  come t o  it from t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, from 
Northern V i r g i n i a  and Maryland. The Kendall  School develops  
m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  a r e  used n a t i o n a l l y  t o  s e r v e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  i n  
var ious  s c h o o l s ,  bo th  schools  f o r  t h e  deaf and p u b l i c  school  
programs . 

8. The second school  is t h e  Model Secondary School f o r  t h e  
Deaf which s e r v e s  s t u d e n t s  from age fou r t een  t o  seventeen yea r s  
and t r i e s  t o  respond t o  a  l a r g e r  a t t endance  a r e a .  The Kendall 
School is a  day schoo l ,  whi le  t h e  Model Secondary School f o r  t h e  
Deaf i s  a  p a r t i a l l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  school .  A t  t h e  Model School 
t h e r e  a r e  houses on t h e  campus where s t u d e n t s  s t a y  ove rn igh t ,  
a l though many go home on weekends. The a t tendance  a r e a  is f i v e  
s t a t e s  p l u s  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia. 

9. The Kendall  School and t h e  Model Secondary School f o r  
t h e  Deaf a r e  f r e e  schools .  They charge no t u i t i o n  o r  room and 
board ,  because e lementary and secondary educa t ion  i n  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  is f r e e  wherever people  l i v e .  The Fede ra l  government pays 
f o r  t h e  educa t ion  of t h e  c h i l d r e n  who come t o  t h e s e  s choo l s .  
The Col lege ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, does charge t u i t i o n ,  which is 
on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  average t u i t i o n  of land g r a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
a c r o s s  t h e  United S t a t e s .  Gal laude t  Col lege charges  i t s  deaf 
s t u d e n t s  what t hey  would have t o  pay a t  t h e i r  S t a t e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a t  
home, except t h e s e  S t a t e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  do no t  have t h e  s e r v i c e s  
a v a i l a b l e  a t  Gal laudet  Col lege .  T u i t i o n  f o r  t h e  1979-1980 yea r  was 
approximately $690 f o r  two semes te rs .  The Col lege has s c h o l a r s h i p  
programs and o t h e r  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  programs. The p r e s e n t  c o s t  
a t  t h e  Col lege f o r  t u i t i o n ,  room and board and books is about 
$3,000 p e r  yea r .  

10. It is t h e  p o l i c y  of Gal laudet  Col lege never t o  t u r n  down 
a  q u a l i f i e d  deaf s t u d e n t .  The Col lege does no t  main ta in  an open 
admiss ion p o l i c y .  A l l  p r o s p e c t i v e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  r equ i r ed  t o  demon- 
s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  reasonably  capable  of c o l l e g e - l e v e l  work. 
About 1 ,200 s t u d e n t s  throughout t h e  count ry  a r e  given t h e  Gal laudet  
examinat i on ,  and about 340 w i l l  q u a l i f y  f o r  admiss ion.  S tudents  
who a r e  a p t  t o  f a i l  w i t h i n  t h e  f i r s t  yea r  o r  two i n  c o l l e g e  a r e  
no t  accepted.  However, t h e  Col lege does accep t  h igh - r i sk  s t u d e n t s  
who a r e  admit ted t o  a  p r e p a r a t o r y  s t u d i e s  program, who, w i th  an 
e x t r a  yea r  of work, o f t e n  can become c o l l e g e - l e v e l  s t u d e n t s .  
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11. I n  coopera t ion  w i t h  t h e  n a t i o n a l  deaf community, 
Gal laudet  Col lege responds t o  many needs.  Some of t h e s e  needs 
a r e  s p e c i a l l y  c r i t i c a l ,  such a s  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  deaf a d u l t s  t o  
make t h e  voca t iona l  adjustment from a  goods producing t o  a  
s e r v i c e  producing economy, and s tudy  i n  t h e  a r e a  of how t o  t e a c h  
language and communication s k i l l s  t o  p r e - l i n g u a l l y  deaf c h i l d r e n .  
The Col lege has a  l a r g e  r e sou rce  d i v i s i o n ,  and,  among o t h e r  
t h i n g s ,  pub l i shes  a  p e r i o d i c a l  t h a t  is c i r c u l a t e d  throughout t h e  
n a t i o n  and t o  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  summarizing r e l e v a n t  r e s e a r c h  
b e a r i n g  on t h e  educa t ion  of deaf c h i l d r e n .  The Col lege prov ides  
a s s  is t ance  f o r  p u b l i c  school  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and t e a c h e r s  of t h e  
d e a f ,  s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  p a r e n t s  of deaf c h i l d r e n ,  l e a d e r s h i p  
t r a i n i n g  f o r  deaf a d u l t s ,  f u l l  t e l e v i s i o n  programming wi th  
c a p t i o n i n g ,  a d u l t  educa t ion  and l e g a l  and medical  s e r v i c e s .  

12. The ope ra t ing  and c a p i t a l  funds of Gal laudet  Col lege 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  come from t h e  Fede ra l  government. I ts  budget i s  a  
l i n e  i tem i n  t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Department of 
Educat ion,  and t h e  budget must have t h e  approva l  of t h e  O f f i c e  of 
Management and Budget w i t h i n  t h e  Execut ive  branch.  It is a  
p r i v a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  b u t  must g i v e  c a r e f u l  a t t e n t  ion 
t o  t h e  g o a l s  a s  t h e y  a r e  expressed f o r  t h e  hea r ing  impaired people  
by t h e  Congress of t h e  United S t a t e s  and t h e  Execut ive  branch.  

13. Gal laudet  Col lege is loca t ed  on a  l a r g e  t r a c t  of land 
of approximately n ine ty - s ix  a c r e s  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of West 
V i r g i n i a  Avenue and F l o r i d a  Avenue, N.E. The Col lege has made 
a  s u b s t a n t i a l  e f f o r t  t o  work w i t h  t h e  community surrounding it. 
It has  a  Gal laudet  Community Rela t ions  Council  c o n s i s t i n g  of 
f o u r t e e n  community leaders and s i x  Gal laudet  s t a f f  pe r sonne l ,  s o  
t h a t  t h e  Col lege can keep i n  touch wi th  t h e  c i t i z e n s  of t h e  
community. The Counci l  has been i n  e x i s t e n c e  s i n c e  1975. Its 
members c o n s i s t  of var ious  community l e a d e r s  who r e p r e s e n t  Wards 
2 ,  5 and 6 i n  t h e  Gal laudet  a r e a .  It a l s o  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  "A" 
PACT o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  Mount O l i v e t t e  High c i v i c  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  
group, t h e  Meals on Wheels program, t h e  Corcoran S t r e e t  Block 
Club, t h e  Northeast  Min i s t e ry  Group Assoc ia t ion  and Gal laude t  
f a c u l t y ,  s t a f f  and s t u d e n t s .  The Gal laudet  Community Re la t ions  
Counci l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  Holy Name Roman Ca tho l i c  Church, which 
is  a c r o s s  West V i r g i n i a  Avenue from t h e  Col lege ,  have recommended 
approval  of t h e  Master Plan of t h e  College.  
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14. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  main campus, l oca t ed  a t  F l o r i d a  
and West V i r g i n i a  Avenues, t h e  Col lege owns two p a r c e l s  t o  t h e  
northwest  and ad j acen t  t o  t h e  main campus;namely, t h e  Penn 
S t r e e t  Proper ty ,  h a l f  of which is used by t h e  Col lege a s  a  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  v e h i c l e  maintenance s t o r a g e  a r e a  and h a l f  of 
which is occupied by a  t e n a n t  who conducts an open market .  The 
second p a r c e l  is t h e  5th-6th  S t r e e t  p rope r ty ,  which is i n  use  
a s  a  park ing  l o t  f o r  t h e  Col lege f a c u l t y ,  s t a f f  and s t u d e n t s .  

15. The Master Plan p re sen ted  by Gal laudet  Col lege is 
q u i t e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  campus Master Plan p rev ious ly  approved 
by t h e  BZA. There a r e  a  few d i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e  approved 
campus Master Plan and t h e  new Master Plan of Gal laudet  Col lege:  

a .  The approved Master Plan provided f o r  a  F i e l d  
House w i t h  underground park ing .  The new Master Plan c a l l s  f o r  
a  F i e l d  House a t  t h e  same l o c a t i o n  w i t h  park ing  i n  a  s e p a r a t e  
pa rk ing  s t r u c t u r e  ad j acen t  t o  t h e  F i e l d  House i n s t e a d  of undergound. 
The o r i g i n a l  planned s i n g l e  b u i l d i n g  has been d iv ided  i n t o  two 
ad jacen t  b u i l d i n g s  and t h e  shape of t h e  F i e l d  House is s l i g h t l y  
d i f f e r e n t .  The new Master Plan prov ides  f o r  an e x i t  from t h e  
F i e l d  House park ing  b u i l d i n g  t o  West V i r g i n i a  Avenue. West V i r g i n i a  
Avenue is a  dense ly  populated a r e a  which is h e a v i l y  t r a v e l e d  
Vehic les  e x i s t i n g  from t h e  F i e l d  House park ing  s t r u c t u r e  would do 
s o  a t  off -hours  i n  t h e  evening o r  on weekends fo l lowing  a t h e l t i c  
even t s  a t  t h e  F i e l d  House. I n  t h e  aforementioned BZA Order No. 
13269 t h e  Board ORDERED t h a t  t h e  West V i r g i n i a  e x i t  be  d e l e t e d  
from t h e  p l ans  and t h a t  t h e  t r a f f i c  be  d i s p e r s e d  through t h e  
e x i s t i n g  campus and then  ou t  t o  p u b l i c  s t r e e t s  u s ing  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
campus access  p o i n t s .  

b .  The Continuing Education and Conference Center  
b u i l d i n g  is  a  minor change from t h e  p rev ious ly  approved Master 
Plan.  What had been p rev ious ly  approved was a  l a r g e r  b u i l d i n g ,  
which occupied t h e  space of t h e  c u r r e n t l y  planned Continuing 
Education Conference Cente r ,  and a l s o  extended over i n t o  t h e  
a r e a  of t h e  Old Gym. The Old Gym is now t o  b e  renovated and w i l l  
p rov ide  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  Continuing Education and Conference 
Center .  

c .  The Advanced and S p e c i a l  Programs b u i l d i n g  is shown 
i n  t h e  same l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  p rev ious ly  approved Master Plan 
and e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same s i z e  a s  c a l l e d  f o r  under t h e  o l d  p l a n .  
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d.  Dormitory No. 6 has been moved t o  a new loca t ion  
i n  t h e  new plan ,  but  is e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same bu i ld ing ,  having 
t h e  same conf igura t ion  and number of gross  square f e e t .  

e .  Dormitory No. 7 is shown i n  t h e  same loca t  ion and 
wi th  t h e  same c o n f i g ~ r a t  ion and square footage as  provided i n  t h e  
approved p lan .  

f .  Dormitory No. 8  represented a s  s i t e  F on t h e  p lan ,  
is a  completely new s t r u c t u r e ,  not mentioned i n  t h e  approved Master 
Plan. The need f o r  t h i s  dormitory is based on t h e  pro jec ted  
needs of t h e  College beyond 1980, by reason of increase  i n  
enrollment.  The bu i ld ing  w i l l  accommodate 234 s tuden t s ,  a  s t a f f  
of twenty and four  admin i s t r a t ive  o f f i c e r s .  The bu i ld ing  is t o  
be seventy f e e t ,  seven s t o r i e s  and w i l l  have a  gross  f l o o r  a rea  
of approximately 90,400 square f e e t .  

g .  The new plan  provides f o r  v i s i t o r s  housing t o  be 
constructed i n  t h e  same loca t ion  as  previously planned. The new 
plan  shows a  s l i g h t  change i n  t h e  conf igura t ion  from t h e  o r i g i n a l l y  
approved plan but is e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same amount of gross  square 
f e e t ,  s i z e  and shape. It w i l l  have t h e  same capac i ty  f o r  
approximately s i x t y  v i s i t o r  apartments. V i s  i t o r s  throughout t h e  
country and around t h e  world continue t o  come t o  Gallaudet i n  
increas ing  numbers because of t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  deaf persons and 
t h e  V i s i t o r s  Center w i l l  provide a  b e t e r  i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between t h e  v i s i t o r s  and t h e  College community. 

h. A new bu i ld ing ,  represented as  s i t e  H on t h e  p lans ,  
is shown t o  be located a t  t h e  Penn S t r e e t  property.  This 
bu i ld ing  was not denoted i n  t h e  previously approved Master Plan. 
It  w i l l  be a  f a c i l i t y  f o r  a  garage and vehic le  maintenance a rea  
f o r  vehic les  which a r e  used on t h e  College campus. The bu i ld ing  
w i l l  have a  gross  square footage of approximately 25,000 with 
four  work bays,  admin i s t r a t ive  o f f i c e s  and a  warehouse. 

i. A new, but  very small  bu i ld ing ,  represented a s  s i t e  
I is planned t o  be located a t  t h e  e a s t  entrance t o  t h e  campus, 
o f f  F lo r ida  Avenue. This t i n y  house w i l l  house Ga l l aude t ' s  
s e c u r i t y  o f f i c e r s .  It appears t o  be necessary f o r  s e c u r i t y  and 
informat iona l  purposes. 
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j .  Off-campus, a t  t h e  5th-6th S t r e e t  park ing  a r e a ,  
r ep re sen ted  a s  s i t e  J on t h e  p l a n s ,  t h e  Col lege p l ans  a b u i l d i n g  
t h i r t y  f e e t  i n  h e i g h t ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of  two f l o o r s ,  p l u s  roof 
pa rk ing ,  which b u i l d i n g  would accommodate 539 automobiles and 
would have a g r o s s  square  foo tage  of 287,440. Parking would 
be provided f o r  s t u d e n t s ,  s t a f f ,  f a c u l t y  and v i s i t o r s .  The 
Col lege b e l i e v e s  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  i s  necessary  t o  p rov ide  park ing  
spaces  needed between 1980 and 1990 f o r  t h e  growth i n  s tuden t  
enrol lment  s t a f f  , and more impor tan t ly  , f o r  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  number 
o f  v i s i t o r s  t h a t  come t o  t h e  campus. This l o t  i s  loca t ed  i n  a 
C-M-1 d i s t r i c t ,  where pa rk ing  is permi t ted  a s  a ma t t e r  of r i g h t .  
Gal laude t  Col lege prov ides  f o r  a l l  veh icu l a r  park ing  w i t h i n  i t s  
campus f o r  i t s  s t u d e n t s ,  s t a f f ,  f a c u l t y  and v i s i t o r s .  No one 
coming t o  t h e  Col lege is  r e q u i r e d  t o  f i n d  park ing  spaces  off-campus. 

k.  The enrol lment  p r o j e c t i o n s  of  Gal laude t  Col lege ,  
made i n  t h e  approved Master P lan ,  a s  compared t o  t h o s e  o b j e c t i o n s  
i n  t h e  new Master Plan a r e  very s i m i l a r .  The prev ious  p l a n  
p r o j e c t e d  undergraduate  and g radua te  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  Col lege by 
mid-1980's t o  be 1,800, whereas the Colleqe is now projecting that W 1990, 
undergraduate  and g radua te  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  be  approximately 2,200. 
P r o j e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  Model Secondary School f o r  t h e  Deaf f o r  
mid-1980 was 600, whi le  t h e  p r o j e c t i o n  a t  1990 is 500. P r o j e c t i o n  
f o r  Kendall  Demonstration Elementary School f o r  mid-1980's was 
300, which is t h e  same p r o j e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  1990. A 
d ramat ic  i n c r e a s e  i n  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  on t h e  campus is now p r o j e c t e d  , 
i n  t h e  magnitude of 10,500 through t h e  period,  w h i l e  no such 
p r o j e c t i o n s  were made i n  t h e  approved Master Plan.  An a n a l y s i s  
of f a c u l t y  and s t a f f  l e v e l s  through t h e  p e r i o d  1974 through 1990 
shows a seventy-four  pe rcen t  growth, o r  a growth of  12.3 pe rcen t  
each yea r  i n  f a c u l t y  and s t a f f  f o r  t h e  pe r iod  1974 t o  1980. This  
growth i n  r e a l  numbers was from 731 i n  1974 t o  1 ,269  i n  1980. 
P r o j e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  show a cons ide rab le  r educ t ion  i n  growth 
from 1 ,269  a t  p r e s e n t  t o  1 ,946  i n  1990 f o r  an i n c r e a s e  du r ing  t h e  
pe r iod  of  f i f t y - t h r e e  pe rcen t  o r  5.3 pe rcen t  p e r  yea r .  

16.  The C o l l e g e ' s  Master Plan has  an e x t e n s i v e  landscaping 
and l i g h t i n g  p l a n  which seeks  t o  make t h e  campus a p l e a s a n t  and 
a t t r a c t i v e  p l a c e  f o r  s t u d e n t s ,  s t a f f  and f a c u l t y ,  which w i l l  be  
an assist t o  t h e  community i n  which it is loca t ed .  It is t h e  
p l a n  of  t h e  Col lege t o  c r e a t e  a l a r g e ,  b e a u t i f u l  g reen  campus, 
which is surrounded by i n d u s t r i a l ,  commercial and r e s i d e n t i a l  u se s .  
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17. I n  t h e  BZA d e c i s i o n  of March 22, 1978, w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h e  Learning Center  a t  Gal laude t  Col lege ,  t h e  BZA found a s  
fo l lows  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  d e n s i t y  of o t h e r  c o l l e g e  and 
u n i v e r s i t y  campuses i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia: a t  George 
Washington Un ive r s i t y  405 s t u d e n t s  p e r  a c r e ;  Fede ra l  C i t y  
Col lege 797 ; Washington Technica l  I n s t i t u t e  3 90 ; Georgetown 
Un ive r s i t y  150; American Un ive r s i t y  216; C a t h o l i c  Un ive r s i t y  32 
and Gal laude t  Col lege 29 s t u d e n t s  p e r  a c r e .  

18. The Col lege is  i n  t h e  p roces s  of a c q u i r i n g  t h e  P laza  
Chevrole t  t r a c t  of land of approximately two and one h a l f  a c r e s  
and a b u i l d i n g  of about 33,000 square  f e e t  on 6 t h  S t r e e t ,  N.E., 
j u s t  n o r t h  of F l o r i d a  Avenue and ad j acen t  t o  t h e  Col lege campus. 
It is  t h e  expec t a t i on  of t h e  Col lege t h a t  t h i s  p rope r ty  w i l l  
b e  used by t h e  Col lege f o r  veh icu l a r  r e p a i r  and s t o r a g e .  A t  an 
a p p r o p r i a t e  t ime ,  t h e  Col lege in t ends  t o  amend i ts Master Plan 
t o  i nco rpo ra t e  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  i n  it and p r e s e n t  t h e  ma t t e r  t o  
t h e  BZA f o r  i t s  approva l .  P laza  Chevrolet  p r o p e r t y  is loca t ed  in  
a C-M-1 zone where such a use  is permi t ted  a s  a ma t t e r  of r i g h t .  

19. The D i s t r i c t  of Columbia Hamilton J u n i o r  High School is 
immediately ad j acen t  t o  t h e  Gal laude t  Col lege campus t o  t h e  
nor thwest .  Should t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia c l o s e  t h i s  s choo l  it 
would b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  and of g r e a t  b e n e f i t  i f  Gal laude t  Col lege 
could a c q u i r e  it. Should t h i s  event  occur  t h e  Col lege might be  
a b l e  t o  move i t s  d i v i s i o n  of  r e s e a r c h  and d i v i s i o n  of p u b l i c  
s e r v i c e  i n t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and eliminate t h e  need t o  b u i l d  two 
major f a c i l i t i e s  on i t s  campus. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  
community might b e  provided from t h e  b u i l d i n g  a s  t h e r e  is  no 
such p l a c e  t o  do t h a t  w i t h i n  t h e  Col lege campus. Approximately 
a y e a r  ago a committee recommended t o  t h e  Board of Education 
t h a t  t h e  school  b e  c lo sed  b u t  t h e  Board of Education r e j e c t e d  
t h i s  recommendat ion.  

20. Pursuant t o  Sub-paragraph 3101.465 t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  w a s  
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  O f f i c e  of Planning and Development and t h e  
Department of T ranspor t a t i on  f o r  t h e i r  review and r e p o r t .  

2 1 .  The O f f i c e  of Planning and Development by r e p o r t  d a t e d  
May 23, 1980, s t a t e d  t h a t  OPD was i n  f avo r  of t h e  approval  of 
t h e  concept of t h e  proposed p h y s i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  The OPD found 
t h a t  t h e  proposed r e v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  p rev ious ly  approved 1976 
Gal laude t  Col lege campus p l a n  r e f l e c t  moderate adjustments  i n  terms 
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of enrollment, dormitory space and other services.  The OPD noted 
however, t ha t  the proposed garage and the overhead bridge on 
6th S t ree t  combined with the  removal of curb and other parking 
spaces inside the campus i s  a major element in the revision of 
the  proposed campus plan and requires fur ther  study. The 
application has been referred t o  the Department of Transportation 
and it i s  expected tha t  the DOT w i l l  submit i t s  report t o  the 
Board as soon as possible. The Board so f inds.  

2 2 .  The DOT, by memorandum dated June 16, 1980, reported 
tha t  the major transportat ion element revisions in the campus 
plan are the  proposed increase in  the number of parking spaces 
from 1473 as approved in 1976 t o  2025, and the proposed con- 
s t r u c t  ion of a parking garage outs ide the  campus boundaries. 
The DOT reported tha t  the current proposal for  2025 parking 
spaces in  the  Gallaudet College 1980-1990 Master Plan appears 
reasonable. The DOT appreciated the fact  tha t  because of the 
specialized nature of the  ins t i tu t ion ,  people need t o  r e ly  on 
automobile usage more than t h e i r  counterparts in  other un ivers i t ies  . 
Even so,  the  r a t i o  of parking spaces t o  the proposed number of 
students, faculty and s t a f f  i s  in l ine  with several  other ed- 
ucat ional ins t i tu t ions  in the  Dis t r i c t .  Furthermore in applying 
DOT'S normal parking ra t iona le ,  and assuming a t r a n s i t  usage of 
fo r ty  percent and'automobile occupancy of two persons per auto- 
mobile, DOT determined tha t  a demand/supply balance w i l l  be 
achieved. Not a l l  of the  2,025 parking spaces w i l l  generate peak 
period t r a f f i c  . Approximately thi r ty-f  ive percent of the  spaces 
w i l l  accommodate o f f i c i a l  campus automobiles, v i s i to r s  ' auto- 
mobiles, and res  ident students ' automobiles that  are  permanently 
stored on campus. 

23. The DOT was pleased tha t  Gallaudet o f f i c i a l s  have 
in i t i a t ed  and are  continuing . to seek measures t o  reduce auto- 
mobile commuting by students,  facul ty  and s t a f f .  One example 
i s  a shut t le  bus service tha t  was in i t i a t ed  in March of 1979. 
It consists  of two routes between the college and the Union 
Stat  ion and Eastern Market Metrorail S ta t  ions, respectively . The 
DOT understood tha t  steps have been taken t o  encourage carpooling, 
and that  the advisabi l i ty  t o  charge for parking as a measure t o  con- 
t r o l  the  use of the  parking spaces is being studied. The DOT 
again recommended tha t  the parking needs be monitored throughout 
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t h e  phasing of t h e  implementation of t h e  Master Plan,  a s  
improved t r a n s i t  s e r v i c e  becomes a v a i l a b l e ,  and a s  measures by 
Gallaudet College t o  curb automobile use a r e  implemented. 

24. The Department of Transportat ion repor ted  t h a t ,  a t  
t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e  of plan development f o r  t h e  parking s t r u c t u r e  
proposed on t h e  nor th  s i d e  of 6 th  S t r e e t ,  N . E .  and indica ted  a s  
f a c i l i t y  J on t h e  F a c i l i t i e s  Master Plan,  coordinat ion wi th  t h e  
Department w i l l  be e s s e n t i a l .  Areas of concern include t h e  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  of providing access  t o  t h e  garage from 6 th  S t r e e t ,  
N.W., t h e  p r a c t i c a b i l i t y  of a pedes t r i an  s t r u c t u r e  spanning 
6 t h  S t r e e t ,  and t h e  adequacy of sidewalks adjacent  t o  t h e  garage 
t o  serve  pedes t r i an  flow generated by t h a t  f a c i l i t y .  The Board 
agrees  t h a t  such e a r l y  coordinat ion is d e s i r a b l e .  

25. There was no opposi t ion t o  t h e  app l i ca t ion  a t  t h e  
Public Hearing nor on f i l e .  A s  previously noted i n  Finding No. 
13 t h e  Gallaudet Community Relat ions Council and t h e  Holy Name 
Church were on record a s  i n  favor  of t h e  revised  campus p lan .  

26. Advisory Neighborhood Commission 5B made no 
recommendation of t h e  app l i ca t ion .  

CONCLUSION OF LAW 

Based on t h e  record t h e  Board concludes t h a t  t h e  appl icant  
has complied wi th  t h e  requirements of Paragraph 3101.46 of 
t h e  Zoning Regulat ions.  It is an academic i n s t  i t u t  ion of higher  
l ea rn ing  and as  such it is not l i k e l y  t o  become objec t ionable  
t o  neighboring proper ty  because of no i se ,  t r a f f i c ,  number of 
s tuden t s  o r  o the r  ob jec t  ionable condi t ions .  

On t h e  mat ter  of t h e  campus boundaries t h e  record c l e a r l y  
r e f l e c t s  t h a t  t h e  proper ty  which t h e  Universi ty  is reques t ing  t o  
be included i n  i ts  boundary has been owned by t h e  Universi ty  & 
used f o r  Universi ty  purposes f o r  many years .  I n  add i t ion ,  t h e  
proposed boundary has been used by t h e  Universi ty  f o r  planning 
purposes f o r  many y e a r s ,  and t h e  proposed boundary was recomrneded 
f o r  approval by t h e  Off ice  of Planning and Development. The 
Board t h e r e f o r e  concludes t h a t  t h e  cont inuat  ion of t h e  Univers i t y  ' s 
use of t h e  boundary does not represent  an unreasonable expansion 
i n t o  a r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhood. 
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On t h e  matter of t r a f f i c  t h e  Board notes  Findings No. 
22, 23, and 24 i n  which t h e  DOT recommends t h a t  t h e  app l i ca t ion  
be granted with t h e  provis ion  t h a t  parking needs be monitored 
throughout t h e  phasing of t h e  implementation of t h e  Master Plan 
and t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e  of p lan  development f o r  s i t e  J ,  t h e  new 
proposed parking s t r u c t u r e  be coordinated with t h e  DOT. 

The Board f u r t h e r  concludes t h a t  the  application can be 
GRANTED a s  i n  harmony wi th  t h e  genera l  purpose and i n t e n t  of 
t h e  Zoning Regulations and w i l l  not tend t o  a f f e c t  adversely 
t h e  use of neighboring proper ty .  Accordingly, it i s  ORDERED 
t h a t  t h e  app l i ca t ion  is GRANTED SUBJECT t o  t h e  following 
CONDITIONS : 

The p lan  s h a l l  be  a s  shown i n  t h e  Campus Development 
Plan,  marked a s  Exhib i t s  5, 7 and 8 i n  t h e  record.  

The boundaries of t h e  Universi ty  s h a l l  be those 
proposed i n  t h e  p lan ,  a s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  shown on 
drawings 1 through 9 of t h e  Plan. 

Approval of t h i s  p lan  s h a l l  include only those  items 
a s  shown i n  t h e  phase up t o  1990. The Univers i ty  
s h a l l  reapply t o  t h e  Board, o r  whatever body has 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  a t  t h a t  t ime,  f o r  approval of a campus 
p lan  f o r  t h e  per iod beyond 1990. 

The Universi ty  s h a l l  submit t o  t h e  Board a s  a 
s p e c i a l  exception each ind iv idua l  request  t o  
cons t ruc t  a bui ld ing .  Along wi th  each request  
t h e  Univers i ty  s h a l l  submit information a s  t o  how 
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  request  complies with t h e  plan.  Such 
informat ion s h a l l  a l s o  include a d e t a i l e d  statement 
a s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  of t h e  proposed bu i ld ing  on t r a f f i c  
and parking. 

VOTE: 5-0 ( W i l l i a m  F. McIntosh, John G.  Parsons, Connie Fortune, 
Charles R .  Norr is  and Leonard L.  McCants t o  g r a n t ) .  

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
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